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By: Ms. Set Dane, School of Business Marketing Student

COUNTLESS PAGES IN My DIARy . . .

I am glad that I am apart of generation Y, which is made 
up of challengers and people who are willing to change. 
Being the youngest amongst the entire BMELP (Branch 
Management Entry Level Pipeline Program) batch, gives 
me a lot of motivation to always work on bettering myself. 
BMELP is a recruitment program for talented youth that 
provides them with 6 months of experiential training in 
an effort to groom them to be model leaders. Among the 
group of 29 BMELP recruits, 10 are from Cambodia and I 
am one of them. I would say that I am proud of myself for 
this achievement. Of course, every journey has its own 
bitter but beautiful story.

The first few months of the program, I found myself deeply struggling since the people in my program all 
have high potential and are knowledgeable and experienced, plus I didn’t know anyone before the program. 
We all share different cultures in terms of the way we live, and most importantly although they speak English, 
the slang and the way they speak is very different from what I know and I felt very clumsy in speaking with 
others.
 
From those experiences, I realized that this is my opportunity to absorb new things. Maybank has provided me 
with the golden opportunity to transform myself into a better version of me. Besides the productive training 
they provided, Maybank kept us on track as one whole family, like dad teaches son, and mother guides 
daughter, we learnt, shared, and corrected each other. 

The six-month training gave me countless experiences to record, and I filled the pages of my diary. I gained 
not only theories, but practical experiences as well. For example, how to deal with hot-tempered customers 
and colleagues, and how to approach or seek help from your seniors. In terms of professional composure, 
we had the most fantastic trainer from overseas who was very experienced and guided us on how to behave 
professionally. There are many more things that I developed as well, so many that I cannot write them all down 
here. 

Today, after six months of training, my world is waiting for me. As part of the BMELP, we will hold the same 
position for another two years at various branches to gain even more experience. During these two years, we 
are required to perform beyond expectations; it is our responsibility to improve the branch. Within these two 
years, we will rotate in all bank departments. Since this program is grooming us to be branch managers or 
deputy branch managers in four years, we have to meet all the requirements and learn all the departments. The 
challenge never ends, but I am ready to work.  
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By: Ms. Keo Munyrath and Ms. Boy Solina, Students in the College of Law

COLLEGE OF LAW STUDENTS RECEIVE EU-SHARE 
EXCHANGE SCHOLARSHIP 

COLLEGE OF LAW STUDENTS RECEIVE EU-SHARE 
EXCHANGE SCHOLARSHIP 

Applying for scholarships is one of the most challenging tasks for 
university students. It demands hard work, patience, brevity, and active 
effort as well as demanding creative ideas and informative sources. 
Students must pay full attention to it and spend their time to follow up 
on the programs. 

Ms. Keo Munyrath and Ms. Boy Solina learned of the EU-SHARE 
Scholarship Program through the College of Law on Facebook and 
discussed the opportunity with friends. We then followed up on the 
EU-SHARE scholarship through its webpage in order to clarify the 
information and requirements. 

The reason why both of us became interested in this exchange program was because the program would open up 
new and fruitful experiences for our lives. Our success in the program should be attributed to The University of 
Cambodia (UC) and the College of Law, both of which urged and helped us through the application process.  
Per our experience, there were three steps to the application process. First, we had to research the requirements 
of the EU-SHARE scholarship program, and make a list of documents we had to receive from our home 
university. Then, we fulfilled all these requirements in order to receive a Letter of Endorsement. We must 
thank Dr. Y. Ratana, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. Hem Sras, Dean for the College of Law, and 
Mr. Mut Somoeun, former Director of Admissions, for assisting us through the whole application process. 

Next was the process of fulfilling the requirements of our host university, the University of Santo Tomas 
in the Philippines. We had to follow the requirements and courses of the host university. And if those were 
satisfied, then we would receive a Letter of Acceptance from the host university. Finally, when we received all 
the necessary documents, we submitted them online and officially applied for the scholarship program on the 
EU-SHARE website. After that, we had to wait for the final announcement of results.

In order to pass the EU-SHARE scholarship program, we would like to urge new applicants to be ready for the 
program deadline. Therefore, we would suggest that applicants check, follow up, and submit their applications 
by the deadline of the program. In applying for the EU-SHARE scholarship program, it is very competitive. 
Thus, we would recommend you to prepare by studying hard, getting a good GPA, and participating in student 
activities and organizations. If you can be successful in these endeavors, you will have a high chance of 
passing the EU-SHARE scholarship, and you will feel proud of yourself for your accomplishments.
  
Last but not least, on behalf of the students of The University of Cambodia, both of us hope more and more UC 
students will apply for the next batch of this exchange program! You can find information about applying for 
the next batch of EU-SHARE Scholarships by visiting the official website at: http://share-asean.eu/activities/
scholarship/. 
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By: Ms. Reffi Dewi and Ms. Nuraini Lukitasari, EU SHARE Exchange Students in the UC School of Business 

Let’S MAKe YouR dReAM CoMe tRue

"Your dreams, your aspirations, your beliefs, what you want to pursue, let it 
hang, floating five centimeters in front of your forehead. So he will never escape 
from your eyes, and you bring your dreams and beliefs every day, you see them 
every day, and believe that you can achieve them - whatever the obstacles.”  
-5cm

The quotation above really inspired us to pursue our dream of studying at The 
University of Cambodia. Initially many things attracted us to choose UC. Our 
motivation of why we want to study International Business at The University 

of Cambodia is because our.            background is in economics and we would like to gain a better understanding 
of economics. We also knew that the International Business program at The University of Cambodia is one of 
the best programs in the country. Our expectation in studying international business is that we will be able to 
develop our country’s potential by developing our own soft skills and knowledge of business.

First of all, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to Allah SWT and a heartfelt thanks to the EU 
SHARE Scholarship program, for it is because of EU SHARE that we could pursue our dream of studying 
at The University of Cambodia as Exchange Students. EU-SHARE is a €10 million EU grant funded project 
with the overarching objective of strengthening regional cooperation, enhancing the quality, competitiveness 
and internationalization of ASEAN higher education institutions and students, and contributing to the ASEAN 
Community beyond 2015. The main aim is to enhance cooperation between the EU and the ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC), and to achieve lasting benefits through the harmonization of higher education across 
ASEAN.

Learning is about sharing with others - sharing knowledge, culture, experience and all things that we know. 
Sharing will make our lives happier, and from learning we can know more and ultimately, we can change the 
world. Our first week at UC we were very happy because UC was very welcoming, kind, and friendly to us. 
They always helped us and guided us on all things we should and should not do in our study life. We would 
like to thank the Dean of the School of Business, Ms. Gina V. Lopez, who made us very comfortable at 
The University of Cambodia especially in our International Business classes. Ms. Gina has become like our 
mother here, and has helped to make our time at UCSB fun and exciting. All of the lecturers at UC have lots 
of knowledge and experience, and the most important thing is that they motivate us to always learn because, 
as we know, learning is a never-ending story. In Cambodia, we can learn new things that we’ve never learned 
before at our home university, especially how to create the best strategies for our business, how to be a good 
leader, and how textiles and garments in the global economy build local economies, especially in South Asia. 
Those are some new things we had not known before arriving at UC. 

Being here at UC has made our dreams come true, so thank you!  
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Movement for Tourism: our first study tour           
The Movement for Tourism was created by a group of tourism students at the University of Cambodia, and 
from 11-12 March 2017 they made a trip to Battambang Province. The Movement for Tourism (MFT) was 
created for the purposes of promoting travel and research. MFT encourages travelling to tourism sites in 
Cambodia and in the region to investigate and research the best practices for future tourism and hospitality 
innovation, keeping the following topics in mind:

1. To increase the rate of travel for pleasure and research;
2. To promote awareness of tourism and its benefits to students, the public, and local communities;
3. To motivate young talented students to get involved in the tourism sector;
4. To discover new perspectives and knowledge regarding tourism and to inform the general public of 

these trends; and 
5. To discover the weaknesses of the tourism sector through academic and scientific research, and 

propose lessons learned and better practices for the improvement of this important sector. 

Movement for Tourism conducted its first research trip to Battambang Province, in the northwest part of the 
country. During the study tour, we witnessed many things ranging from the daily lives of people to various 
tourism destinations. The places we visited include an ancient house, a grape farm, cultural-historical Banan 
Mountain, Sampov Mountain, a Bat viewing site, night city tour, the nightclubs - Star light and Diamond 
Palace, and the Sangkae Night Market. On the second day, we visited the local crocodile feeding house, 
historical site Ek Phnom, the cheese market, a traditional Cambodian cake bakery, the bamboo train, and the 
newly established resort, Beoung Sen Trajak. We also toured a winery. We were so amazed with the friendliness 
of our tour guides and the local people we met. We found out that Battambang is unique because of its people, 
food, and natural and cultural sites. You can find French-style architecture all across the provincial town. More 
importantly, you will also find that nightlife is amazing. Last but not least, the province is very safe, which is 
important to tourists. 

During the two days of travel, we discovered that improvements are needed in most tourist places to ensure the 
sustainable development of the sector. Of course, local villagers and tour guides should be trained precisely 
regarding the history and stories of their villages. Battambang is now a unique place with natural and cultural-
historical sites; however, infrastructure and modern technology are needed to provide convenience for travelers 
so they will be inclined to stay longer at the sites. Food identity is also mandatory, and Battambang villagers, 
with the encouragement and protection from authorities, should have a wide variety of food to be recognized 
and served to tourists in different destinations across the province. 

Because this was our first trip, we carefully planned our budget. Compared to normal tourists we spent less 
due to the fact that we did precious research and arranged appropriate guides through friends and professors 
before going. Movement for Tourism is always open to those with a passion for travel, either for research or 
for pleasure. We look forward to initiating ways to make tourism a major source of income for the bottom 
level, especially for villagers at tourism sites across the 
nation.

Thank you so much to the  Dean of School of Business 
for supporting this important organization and the work 
we are attempting to complete. 

Cheap travel, travel with us                                                                                                                                               
Adventure travel, travel with us

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
movefortourism/
Email: movefortourism@gmail.com 
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What are your daily study habits? 

• “Be ready before each term starts: I always buy 
my course books and read them before the term 
starts. Thus, I understand what will be discussed in 
the course and am prepared for future discussions and 
assignments. 
• Set up a study goal: After I read through the course 
syllabus and the contents of each course, I have to 
understand what the objective of each course is. Then 
I set my own objective, “what would I like to learn 
from this course?” 
• Make time for studying/daily study schedule: I 
always design my study times based on the schedule of 
courses I am enrolled in. I read books and do research 
by following the schedule in order to always review 
lectures and complete my assignments on time.
• Class participation: I am always on time for each 
class and I try to never be absent for classes as well. 
I also try to be involved with every group discussion 
and presentation. 
• Take great notes: In each class session, I always 
take note of what my professors and lecturers talked 
about. Normally, what the professors/lecturer says 
contains more information than what they share on 
slides, so always listen and take note of what they 
say, not just the slides. Also, their explanations can be 
used as good examples to support my exam responses 
as well. 
• Review notes: Every night, I always review my 
own notes in order to reflect on what I have read 
from the book and learned in my classes. If I do not 
understand any points, I need to do more research or 
ask my instructor.
• Team learning: Every weekend or holiday, I normally 
hang out with my friends to have a team discussion 
about our lessons or assignments. Furthermore, we 
get together to discuss before exams.”
                 
Do you do anything different when studying for a 
quiz or exam? 
“I can say that quizzes and exams are really important 
to me and to every student. I always skim my notes 
from recent lessons before my exam. Additionally, I 
do more research on the related exam topic. I also 

join team discussions with my friends at school or a 
coffee shop. I also create a telegram group discussion 
with my classmates to chart and share our research 
documents, books, and/or journals.”
Do you study at another university or have a job 
or internship?
“For me, I am studying only one university. 
Nevertheless, I am a full-time staff at The University 
of Cambodia and work as a volunteer for the UC 
Student Federation as well.” 

How do you manage your time and schedule?
“To be a university student and a full time staff is 
very time consuming, I have to make a clear schedule 
for myself. Before the new term starts, I design my 
schedule on a monthly and a daily basis. I work 
during the day and study in the evening. And I do 
more research and read books at night. I also have 
team discussions every weekend.”

Being a student can be a very stressful and busy 
time, how do you manage your health?
“In fact, my health is not good as other people. 
However, I have to take time after work to get fresh 
air. I always do exercise at the gym or go running in 
the early morning at about 5:00am. I eat healthy food, 
and don’t eat fast food. I also try to always get a good 
night’s sleep.”

What are your future plans?
“My goal is to apply for an overseas scholarship to 
get my Master’s degree in Public Policy. Ultimately, 
I would like to work in the government sector and 
lecture to university students.”

What advice can you give to other students who 
are hoping to be more successful next term? 
“My idea is that if students would like to be successful 
in their studies they should do the following: 
• Set up clear goals for each course.
• Read the course book and other documents related 
to your course including books, journals, and research 
documents, and always follow up national and 
international news.
• Take great notes in class and while reading and 
always review your notes before exams and quizzes. 
• Be on time for every class. 
• Get involved in class activities.
• Conduct productive group discussions and study 
sessions.
• Be well prepared for your quizzes and exams.”

 Name : Ms. Soun Khanra
            Major: International Relations 
            Term  : 4            
 GPA   : 4.0

Outstanding               Students
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 Name  : Mr. Chan Krithya
            Major : English Literature
            Term   : 9
            GPA    : 4.0

What are your daily study habits?
“I usually do not consider my study habits as common 
study habits. Instead of overspending my time on 
continuous readings, I take good notes of the lecturers’ 
messages because I believe that they can provide 
clues or hints of what should be learned or expected 
of me in the next class. In order to do so, I keep a 
good record of the information from both the current 
and past lessons in a notebook, so that I can look back 
at it later and anticipate how to perform in class the 
next day. Additionally, I like to skim and scan my 
readings a lot because doing so can help to maintain 
a good insight of the entire chapter rather than getting 
held up word-by-word. I also try to paraphrase what I 
read in my own interpretation, which renders a better 
understanding of the material.”

Do you do anything different when studying for a 
quiz or exam?
“The only activity that can happen at the same time 
while I am reviewing for quizzes or exams is listening 
to music. Music keeps a good balance of my focus on 
studying because if I tend to feel bored or disturbed, 
the upbeat sound can provide me more energy and 
hypes me up to continue studying.”

Do you study at another university or have a job 
or internship?
“I am currently studying only at the University of 
Cambodia. I have not been employed or been in 
any internship program with another company yet, 
but I used to work at a media agency before starting 
university.”

How do you manage your time and schedule?
“Despite studying at only one university, time 
constraints are still an issue that might affect my 
grades. Every morning, specifically over the past 
few terms, I would attend normal classes, and when 
I returned home in the afternoon, I would spend 
approximately 3 hours studying for the next class. I 
keep on reminding myself not to study late at night 
because I have had multiple bad experiences from it, 
usually inflicting an issue to my health and sleeping.” 

habits.”

Being a student can be a very stressful and busy 
time, how do you manage your health?
“As aforementioned, I could sometimes end up 
physically weak because of how I overused my time 
at night studying. As of now, I have been keeping a 
good balance of my health and in-class performance 
by eating and resting regularly. No matter how difficult 
or busy my day is, I do not skip the three meals of the 
day. I also decided to study less at night because of 
how much I have been thinking the entire day.”

What are your future plans?
“I have set my goals of continuing my education 
abroad via a scholarship program. My destination can 
either be Australia or New Zealand. I have always 
wanted to achieve a BA in Digital Arts as well because 
of my natural aptitude for it. However, I excel more 
in linguistics, which is why I am studying English 
Literature. Being abroad can also boost my confidence 
in my own skills which can help me to be qualified for 
my future dream of being an inspirational speaker.”

What advice can you give to other students who 
are hoping to be more successful next term? 
“Perhaps, one of the most effective ways to 
help students secure an A in their courses is to 
understand their own limits, that is, their strengths 
and weaknesses. Each student possesses different 
abilities, and some need to be cherished or polished. 
At this age or academic level, students, especially 
those in earlier terms, should emphasize their efforts 
in the subjects they study. They should learn to trust 
their own abilities and natural instincts. It might be 
different from most advice given to students, but it 
is the advice I followed which has secured me a high 
GPA throughout my university experience.”

Outstanding               Students
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     ALUMNI              TALK     ALUMNI              TALK
By: Mr. Ratana Soy, Public Relations Supervisor Investment Cooperation 
Major: IR   Year of graduation:  2015

1. What did you like about UC’s programs? 

I like the international track program the most because 
it has extended my capacity to institutionalize both 
my professional specialty and English competency to 
be prepared for an intensified and fast-pace working 
environment. 

2. What did you think of your program’s facilities, 
such as available technology, resources, and the 
classrooms?

First, UC possesses spacious, comfortable and equable 
classrooms. That was personally an initial motivation 
for me to join classes regularly with full concentration 
on lectures and presentations everyday. We have an 
extraordinary library, which was a prodigious place to 
do reading and provoked self-study as well as sourced 
some of the important documents, references and 
secondary data I used for my research and assignments 
during school. The addition of e-library also widened 
my accessibility for e-learning and tracking down new 
editions of e-books and e-materials. Sadly, I was not 
lucky enough to be delivered to class by elevator since 
I graduated before this technology was installed. 

3. What accomplishments did you achieve during 
your university experience?

Academically, I was named on the President’s List, 
as one of many other hard-working and outstanding 
students for some terms although not all. I was proud 
with the school management team and my associate 
dean who appointed me as student leader and delegate 
to a number of external conferences, workshops, and 
formal meetings with various non-governmental 
organizations and government institutions. I think I 
also earned a lot of respect and appreciation from my 

fellow classmates and friends due to my outstanding 
presentations, knowledge and interest in my area of 
study and hobbies, which could benefit them when 
we studied together for papers and exams. Social 
and community engagement was very important at 
UC, and I was a member of an active board for a UC 
student organization. I helped develop and design 
some important non-profit projects to help develop 
our school’s reputation, engage with community 
service projects, and build student’s leadership skills 
in preparation for becoming future leaders in an 
integrated and global economy. 

4. Was there a professor, staff or fellow student 
who made a lasting impression on you or helped 
you when you were here at UC?  How? Why?

I prefer not to mention any of their names because 
they were all prominent assets and key people to 
shape, encourage, motivate and uncage my potential 
to be who I am today. My impression and utmost 
appreciation would go to each of them individually. I 
am convinced that many of my lecturers, though not 
all to be exact and honest, were great and experienced 
people in their area of expertise and consultancy.

5.  Do you still keep in contact with any of your 
classmates, professors, or staff?

I do for sure. I occasionally come to UC to say “hi” 
to some of my people here, and most importantly, 
I continue to play soccer with my former team. In 
addition, I have linked my social applications to many 
of my casual classmates, professors and staffs. 
6. What was your most memorable moment as a 
student of the University of Cambodia? 

In a matured way, it stabbed deep inside my heart 
to remind myself about my responsibilities, my 
commitment and my contribution as a student 
leader serving as vice-president of the University of 
Cambodia Student Senate Sixth Mandate. I believe the 
experiences obtained in that role shaped the person I 
am today tremendously. 

7. What do you like to tell prospective students 
about the university or the program?

I would refer them to our international track program 
in whatever major they choose because the program 
has been developed to enhance student’s professional 
skills and English competency, which are both 
imperative for job hunting after graduation day. Skills 
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and knowledge obtained during school are vital, but 
a professional and absolute competence in English 
allows for widespread job opportunities in today’s 
globalized society. 

8. What advice can you offer to incoming or current 
students?

My simple advice inspired by my own experience is 
as follows, if they wish to do big things in the future, 
they have to focus on the process of preparation in a 
very small, very little and very detailed manner. 

9. What is your current job?  Is your current job 
related to your study program from the University 
of Cambodia?

I am currently serving as a Public Relations Supervisor 
at Overseas Cambodia Investment Corporation. I 
am working on market research to gather important 
information to strategically develop business direction 
and promotion for the publicity of our company to 
key business partners and the public audience as 
well as awareness through event planning, newsletter 
writing, business support and vice-versa. My current 
job is partially linked to my academic experience 
at The University of Cambodia where I was trained 
extensively on conducting research and formal surveys 
on rising social, political and entrepreneurial topics. 
I did not expect my school lessons to appear in my 
work place, nevertheless, they did. Other soft skills 
like event planning, event management and public 
communication were obtained during my volunteer 
engagements with the school, and those have been 
very useful in my professional life.

10. How do you feel about the University opening 
the new College of Media and Communications? 

I heard the news and I felt positive for the inauguration 
of this college that it will contribute immensely to 
an open, free and transparent media with freedom, 
development and understanding. In Cambodia, the 
media plays a vital role in shaping economic, political, 
and social development, which institutionalizes and 
deepens the democratization process, rule of law and 
freedom of expression.

11. How has UC’S program encouraged you to 
pursue your career?   

Well, the program has provided me with both technical 
knowledge and expertise in the area of research on 

important topics and this has designed my professional 
skills and prepared me for the career I have today. 

12. What are some career achievements that you 
would like to share with students?

I think it is a bit early to share important achievements, 
as I have just been promoted from a department where 
I did not have much involvement in the decision-
making process. In this newly opened department, I 
am one of the key persons, so hopefully I will have 
accomplishments to share soon. We are doing big 
things in the company. As you know research is the 
best way to approach managerial decision-making, 
therefore, I firmly expect to provide a positive impact 
for the future growth of the company. 

13. What career advice would you like to give 
to students to better prepare them for the real 
world?

To be well prepared for their prospective careers, 
students have to engage in real work environments 
through internships, or volunteer work in their area of 
interest before graduation. Through this engagement, 
they will be able to test their job aptitude, create 
important networking connections, detect their 
weaknesses, and identify the required skills needed 
to successfully meet job requirements right after 
graduation.

14. Can current UC students/alumni contact you 
for career related advice? How should they contact 
you?

Sure, they can. They can contact me by whatever 
means they feel comfortable with. I am open and 
appreciative of all contacts I can make, especially 
within the UC community.

15. Describe UC in 3 words.

Engaging academic institution.

16. What is your lasting impression of UC?

My impression is that many of the graduates from 
UC are doing great in their career paths and achieving 
academic excellence. Some of them are serving 
in important roles with high responsibility in their 
institutions, while many others are continuing their 
studies abroad. I think UC has produced plenty of 
qualified human resources for our nation. 
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By: Cheng Vichet, Assistant to the Vice President for Academic Affairs 

THE ELEVENTH MANDATE ELECTION                OF THE UC STUDENT SENATE 

On January 14th, 2017, The University of Cambodia held the 
Eleventh Mandate Election of The UC Student Senate, which 
was highly presided over by H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and President of The University 
of Cambodia (UC).

i. Opening Remarks             
Firstly, H.E. Samraing Kamsan, Member of the UC Board 
of Trustees and Vice Chair of the Election Committee for the 
11th UCSS mandate of The University of Cambodia, gave his 
welcoming remarks to all candidates and electoral participants. 

His speech focused on how the 11th Mandate election is part of a long, historical movement for UCSS, as 
annual elections began over 10 years ago in 2006. 

He then expressed his appreciation for the UCSS members who fulfilled their roles and duties successfully 
by being actively involved in social affairs, volunteerism, community events, traditional performances, 
workshops, public forums, conferences, debates, and other competitions on behalf of The University of 
Cambodia and Cambodian society. In addition, he said that he considered the 10th Mandate to be like seniors 
of the family, who act as good role models for the new Mandate’s members. He was especially proud of 
their accomplishments, namely: Khmer Traditional New Year, Men’s Football Tournament 2016, UC’s Green 
World, Teacher Gratitude Day, International New Year and the Mock ASEAN Summit that benefitted students 
as well as The University of Cambodia. 

Finally, he thanked the good leadership and full support of H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, and President of The University of Cambodia (UC) as well as faculty and students who 
participated in the event.

ii. Brief Report by the President of 10th UCSS Mandate
Mr. Hor Kimheng, President of the 10th UCSS Mandate, talked about the members and the projects they 
had completed including the UC Loving Community, UC Youth Team Building Community Camp, Youth 
for National Culture Concert, UC Sport Club, UC Men’s Football Tournament, UC Green World 2016, UC 
Welcome Week and Open House, UC Gratitude Day and the UC Youth Talent Concert. Moreover, he spoke 
of his experience at the MFU-ASEAN Youth Ambassadors Camp 2016 in Thailand. Finally, he expressed 
his gratitude toward H.E Dr. Kao Kim Hourn and The University of Cambodia for supporting the UCSS 
10th Mandate and helping to complete these many projects, and he also thanked the faculty and staff of The 
University of Cambodia for always giving good advice for all the projects. After that, he showed a video of all 
UCSS’ 10th Mandate activities. 

uC in ACtionStudent Zone
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THE ELEVENTH MANDATE ELECTION                OF THE UC STUDENT SENATE 
iii. Electoral Campaign, Voting and the Counting of Electoral Votes 
Dr. Y Ratana, Election Facilitator, read the names of all the candidates and general procedures and conditions 

for the election. After, the campaign started. Each candidate had 3 minutes to present their platform to 
the voters before the voting began. Finally, the committee counted the electoral votes and determined 
the results for the 11th UCSS Mandate leadership as follows:

1. Mr. Prak Sopheara – President (71 electoral votes) 
2. Ms. Soeung Vichareka – Vice President for Administrative Affairs (32 electoral votes) 
3 Mr. Vith Kimly – Vice President for Technical Affairs (56 electoral votes) 
4. Mr. Yang Chankun – Treasurer (62 electoral votes) 
5. Ms. Kay Narin – Secretary (61 electoral votes) 

A total of 113 votes were counted (108 valid electoral votes and 5 invalid electoral votes).

iv. Remarks by the President of the 11th UCSS mandate
Following the announcement of the new UCSS 11th Mandate leadership, Mr. Prak Sopheara thanked all the 
voters who voted for him as President of the 11th UCSS mandate, and he promised to continue developing 
the strengths of the 10th UCSS Mandate. Moreover, he will try to find new ideas and projects for his mandate 
and successfully lead new members as well as collaborate with previous members in order to make a positive 
difference at UC and in the larger community. 

v. Closing Program
After a brief report about the process and results of the election, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn congratulated all the 
winners of the 11th Mandate election for The University of Cambodia Student Senate. He also thanked the 
president and all members of the 10th Mandate of UCSS for their hard work and all the achievements on their 
projects such as social volunteer jobs, working with communities, hosting competitions and performances, 
and organizing forums, conferences, and various events that benefitted UC as well as the community. 

He explained that he was very impressed during the UC Youth Talent Concert, which had many interesting 
acts. Furthermore, he expressed his hope that the UCSS 11th Mandate will create new ideas, projects and 
activities in order to develop UCSS as the 10th Mandate did. In addition, he said that he will fully support the 
UCSS 11th Mandate for both ideas, and providing a budget for implementing projects. Finally, he encouraged 
students to participate in UC activities. 

The 11th Mandate Election for The University of Cambodia Student Senate came to an end at 12:30pm.
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Youth Love Environment and Agriculture:
 Cambodian Red Cross Youth Study Tour

youth Love Environment and Agriculture: 
 Cambodian Red Cross youth Study Tour 

By: Ms. Soun Khanra, Assistant for the College of Social Sciences and UCCRCY Member

 
UC Bulle t in

The

If you wish to provide articles, comments, complaints, or suggestions for the improvement of the UC Bulletin, 
or you would like to apply for a student internship, please contact the editor, Ms. Samantha Smith, at 
Samantha@uc.edu.kh

On February 6th, 2017, H.E. Som Kosal, Director of Human Resources 
at the Cambodian Red Cross, led CRCY Advisors and 160 Cambodian 
Red Cross Youth Members from 19 universities in Phnom Penh on 
a study tour entitled, “Youth Love Environment and Agriculture,” at 
Rithy Sen Monorom Farm in Kampong Speu Province. The tour was 
hosted by the Cambodian Red Cross and Mong Reththy Group (MRG). 
Representatives from UCCRCY were Advisor, Ms. Kong Rathana, 
and four UCCRCY Members, Ms. Soun Khanra, Ms. Sam Oeurn 
Linda, Ms. Rous Thearak, and Mr. Lim Kimhourt. 

In the opening program, chaired by H.E. Som Kosal, he stated that the objectives of this program were: 
• To strengthen the Cambodian Red Cross Youth by teaching them to care about the environmentand  

agricul ture .
•  To promote an understanding of  community and rural  s tyle  l iving to  Cambodian 

youth from the ci ty.  
•  To exchange knowledge and ski l ls  between agricul ture  s tudents  and those 

working on farms in  the provinces . 
 

Company representatives from MRG made a brief presentation on the company’s development and led the 
CRCY members to visit the irrigation systems on the farm. They also explained that they use the most advanced 
fruit processing techniques to ensure that only the most delicious and safest Cambodian fruit products are 
exported to the world. The company grows some of the world’s most luxuriously priced fruits – the Irwin 
mango. Currently they have about 80,000 Irwin mango trees, and plan to spread the Irwin breed to other 
farmers after they finish cultivating the land that they have.

In the afternoon, we visited with children in Boeung Khna Primary-Secondary School to offer food and plant 
trees together in the school area. Moreover, we shared some experiences with the students about protecting the 
environment and cleaning up after ourselves. 

This study tour provided CRCY members with a lot of knowledge regarding Cambodian agriculture, 
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Request for Scholarship Funding

The University of Cambodia 

FOUNDATION
The University of Cambodia (UC) is requesting funding to support its UC Scholarship Program. A large 

majority of potential Cambodian university students are unable to afford the tuition fees to attend a local 
university, so the Scholarship Program is critical to alleviate this major obstacle to self-advancement. 

At the same time, funding for the Scholarship Program helps the university to cover its operating expenses and 
maintain its high academic standards. 

Although much development progress has been made in the past two decades, the consequences of Cambodia’s 
recent history continue to limit the formation and development of skills among Cambodian youth, particularly 
those most affected by exclusionary factors such as poverty, gender, ethnicity, and geographic remoteness. 
The UC Scholarship Program is a targeted effort to support the educational development of high-achieving 
Cambodian students across the country, so they can develop the necessary skills and competency to become 
knowledgeable employees and engaged citizens. 

At this time, a large majority of Cambodian students need financial assistance to pursue and complete their 
higher degree programs and have other enriching educational opportunities. Roughly 80 percent of the 3,000+ 
students enrolled at UC are on full or partial scholarships, made possible by generous donors. The university 
anticipates that this figure will remain high for several years until a majority of Cambodian families are financially 
secure enough to make this investment on their own. Additionally, there are currently no government agencies 
or private institutions that offer student loans to Cambodian students to help them pay for university tuition, 
living expenses, or learning enrichment opportunities that include research, internships, and teaching.

The university is seeking financial and in-kind donations to create more scholarships for students in need. 
Scholarships are awarded to students who score highest on a competitive exam targeted towards impoverished 
students, students from rural areas, ethnic minority students, and female students. 

Funding in the Scholarship Program will substantially help UC raise the standards for research, critical 
thinking, innovation, and problem solving—the ultimate goal is for UC students to be marketable not only 
in Cambodia, but also regionally and globally. By providing access to high-quality learning opportunities for 
students, as well as emphasizing fluency in the English language for students in the International Track, UC 
trains and prepares its students to make strong, positive contributions to Cambodian society through social and 
economic development.

If you would like to contribute to the UC Scholarship Program and give students across the country the 
opportunity to live their dreams and change lives, please contact UC Foundation representatives to help give 
the gift that matters most, a higher education.

Ms. Samantha Smith
Advisor to the President
University of Cambodia
Samantha@uc.edu.kh

The University of Cambodia FOUNDATION
Northbridge Road  P.O. Box 917  Sangkat Toek Thla  Khan San Sok
Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia  Tel: (855-23) 993-274  Fax: (855-23) 993-284
www.ucfoundation.net
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ASEAN AmbassadorASEAN Ambassador

By: Dr. Chhun Vannak, Director of the ASEAN Study Center

FEATURING
H.E. CHRISTOPHER B. MONTERO, AMBASSADOR ExTRAORDINARY AND 

PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES TO THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA
ON

THE 50TH ASEAN ANNIVERSARY

On January 9th, 2017 at 2:30 pm, The University of Cambodia (UC), represented 
by the ASEAN Study Center, in close partnership with the Embassy of the 
Republic of the Philippines in Phnom Penh, organized the first installment of the 
ASEAN Ambassador Lecture Series on ‘The 50th ASEAN Anniversary.’ Over 
100 students, UC faculty and staff attended the lecture and the official launch of 
The Philippines Room as an office for the ASEAN Study Center (ASC).

H.E. Christopher B. Montero, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines to the Kingdom of Cambodia, Dr. 
Y Ratana, Vice President for Academic Affairs and special representative of UC 
President H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, along with ASC Director, Dr. Chhun Vannak, and the UC management 
team, inaugurated the Philippines Room. Then, H.E. Ambassador Montero delivered a distinguished public 
lecture stressing the milestones, achievements and experiences of the Philippines’ ASEAN chairmanship 
beginning on 1 January 2017. The lecture covered the six priorities of The Philippines’ time as ASEAN Chair, 
as well as the commemorative activities planned for ASEAN’s 50th anniversary. 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations, more commonly referred to as ASEAN, was established by the 
Bangkok Declaration on 8 August 1967. It is now a group of 10 Nation States (Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, The Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam), evolving from 
a political cooperation association to a regional grouping organization, functioning under the ASEAN Charter 
established on 18 December 2008, and the ASEAN Community established on 31 January 2015. It is widely 
recognized as a region of success and dynamism with a population of 629 million, a Gross Domestic Product 
(GPD) of USD2.43 trillion and over USD120 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI). ASEAN is the 7th 
largest economy in the world, and the 3rd largest in Asia. 

The ASEAN Community observes the objectives and advances the realization of the ASEAN Vision 2025, 
which seeks to ‘Envision a peaceful, stable and resilient community with enhanced capacity to respond 
effectively to challenges, and ASEAN as an outward-looking region within a global community of nations, 
while maintaining ASEAN centrality.’ The ASEAN Vision 2025 is to be propelled and achieved through the 
activities of the three pillars of the ASEAN Community: 1) ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC) 
enhancing the rules and good governance for ASEAN, 2) ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) enhancing 
ASEAN integration and competitiveness, and 3) ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) enhancing the 
well-being and livelihood of ASEAN peoples. These communities are supported by the Coordinating Council, 
which consists of the Department of Foreign Affairs, the Department of Trade and Industry, and the Department 
of Social Welfare and Development.
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ASEAN AmbassadorASEAN Ambassador Lecture SeriesLecture Series
As the ASEAN Chair for 2017, The Philippines is 
directing this shared-value community down a path of 
regional stability, security and robust resilient growth 
under the theme, ‘Partnering for change, engaging 
the world.’ To commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
ASEAN’s founding, The Philippines has committed 
to six thematic priorities: 1) A People-Oriented and 
People-Centered ASEAN, 2) Peace and Stability in 
the Region, 3) Maritime Security and Cooperation, 
4) Inclusive, Innovation-Led Growth, 5) Resilient 
ASEAN, and 6) ASEAN: A Model of Regionalism.

Priority one focuses on the health and nutrition of 
ASEAN citizens, and ensures the social protection of 
women, children, and elderly and disabled persons. 
It also ensures the protection of migrant workers 
against exploitation and mistreatment. Priority two 
focuses on strengthening the cooperation between 
ASEAN member states to maintain regional peace 
and security, by joint efforts to counter terrorism, end 
the proliferation of illegal drugs, and fight against 
human trafficking. Priority three is to ensure the 
protection of the seas and the citizens that depend 
largely on marine resources for their subsistence. 
This will be completed by conducting a series of 
regional workshops and dialogues on maritime 
security and cooperation consolidation. Priority four 
is to promote entrepreneurship, especially micro, 
small and medium enterprises, intended to assist 
ASEAN citizens in becoming business owners, 
and encourage them to build digital businesses that 
are able to compete globally. Priority five ensures a 
resilient ASEAN by enhancing regional contingency 
capabilities and risk management programs, thus 
improving regional disaster response capabilities and 

preparedness and adapting to climate change. Priority 
six focuses on building regional common strengths 
and efforts by working together as a single ASEAN 
body to strengthen global influence and the ability to 
effectively address critical challenges and issues.

The six thematic priorities of The Philippines’ 
ASEAN Chairmanship 2017 illustrate a clear 
direction and provide guidance for relevant 
government departments and agencies. Given each 
thematic priority, The Philippines remains highly 
committed in pursuing regional peace and security, 
maritime cooperation, adequate health and nutrition, 
environmental protections, and women, children, and 
migrant worker protections. It also shows the efforts 
taken to prevent radicalization and violent extremism, 
and boost trade and investments through innovation 
and inclusive growth. 

In an open discussion session, Ambassador Montero 
emphasized educational and youth exchange as vital 
to a people-centered, people-oriented ASEAN, and 
a crucial aspect of increasing regional connectivity 
and deepening economic integration, which are 
imperative parts of narrowing the development gap of 
the CLMV countries (Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar 
and Vietnam).

This installment of the ASEAN Ambassador Lecture 
Series ended with enthusiasm, and participants left 
with an increased understanding of the ASEAN 
Community, its evolution, integration, milestones, 
the priorities of the Philippines as ASEAN Chair for 
2017, and the activities planned for ASEAN’s 50th 
anniversary. 

The ASEAN Study Center (ASC) would like to announce a book drive to create UC’s very own - ASEAN 
Library. Donated books related to ASEAN Nations’ domestic and international affairs will make a lasting 
impact on the UC community.  It makes a huge difference to have such books at our center in order for 
students to learn from the many admirable ASEAN leaders that have helped transform our dynamic ASEAN 
Community.  As we count down to the ASEAN Economic Community, the ASEAN Study Center (ASC) will 
do all we can to help raise awareness and understanding of our diverse community. 

If individuals or institutions would like to donate resources to help build ASC’s capacity to promote ASEAN 
awareness, please take a few minutes to come visit our center.  Dr. Chhun Vannak, our Director, is always 
available to set up a visit for you, or to answer any questions you may have. Please don’t hesitate to call him 
at 070-538-510, or email him at director_asc@uc.edu.kh.

Book Drive for the     
         ASEAN Study Center
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By: Mr. Chhean Brasit, Assistant for the Skills and Career Development Center                                                                                                                      

inteRnAL toAStMASteRS PubLiC SPeAKing CoMPetition

The Skills and Career Development Center recently hosted 
an Internal Toastmasters Public Speaking Competition, 
which took place at The University of Cambodia on January 
25, 2017, from 2:00 to 5:00PM. 
Director Travis Mitchell, Director Brendens Lek and 
Director Kosal Chansakvitou gave powerful opening 
remarks and motivational speeches to the 20 contestants. The 
opening remarks were followed by a great public speaking 
demonstration by Mr. Chhean Brasit. 
His speech was followed by the 20 contestants: Ms. Chen 
Hangkanika, Ms. Chin Leaksmy, Mr. Da Vuthy, Ms. 
Eang Darapich, Ms. Heang Chila, Ms. Khov Huysim, 

Mr. Khun Borin, Mr. Loem Sok, Ms. Ourn Pichsocheata, Mr. Peou Marady, Mr. Phann Somnang, Ms. 
Sal Veasna, Mr. Sin Visal, Mr. Soem Vity, Mr. Soeung Vichareka, Ms. Sok Chhunlang, Mr. Sun Punleu, 
Ms. Tiang Pichnimol, Ms. Uteng Chandisavet, and Ms. Zyralle Kindipan. The crowds laughed, cried and 
felt empathy as their classmates’ stories rang true with great self-actualization. The contestants were amazing 
in doing their best to convince the judges and audience’s hearts to choose them as the winner. 
Finally, our 3 auditors, Tam Sreypich, Ms. Kimhorng and Ms. Votey, worked hard in helping the judges tally 
the 20 contestants’ scores to determine the three winners. Director Travis Mitchell had the honor to announce 
the winners: Mr. Soem Vity as the first place winner, Ms. Sok Chhunlang as the second place winner, and 
Mr. Sin Visal as the third place winner.

SCDC would like to thank the Office of Administration for their strong collaborative work in building a 
beautiful stage for the contestants to compete on. SCDC would also like to thank Mr. Travis Mitchell, Mr. Kosal 
Chansakvitou and all of the volunteers and participants for their collaboration to make this event successful.  
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Handa Center Presentation for UC Law Students Handa Center Presentation for UC Law Students 
By: Mr. Hem Sras, Dean of the College of Law

On 26 January 2017, The University of Cambodia (UC) College of Law (CoL) welcomed a volunteer group 
from the Handa Center for Human Rights led by Mr. Tay Lina, Acting Director of the Handa Cambodia 
Program, to conduct a presentation and training with UC law students.  

Handa Center volunteers led a presentation aimed at promoting the exchange of knowledge and sharing 
valuable learning experiences with UC students. Mr. Lina Tay began the presentations with remarks that focused 
on Cambodian criminal procedure. Ms. Allison Hendriks then followed with remarks on the Extraordinary 
Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC). The final presentation was given by Ms. Amanda Huynh and 
covered Australian criminal law. 

After the presentation, there were group discussions. The participants were actively involved in critical 
discussions and exchanged views on the issues discussed in the presentations. Furthermore, quizzes and true-
false games were conducted to engage students actively in the presentations and discussion session. The event 
provided students with good experience in exchanging knowledge, points of view, and using different methods 
of learning. The session was concluded with a photo session and networking between the UC participants and 
Handa Center presenters. 

SUCCESSFUL ALUMNI FORUM
By: Mr. Brendens Lek, Director of the Skills and Career Development Center

   The Skills and Career Development Center recently hosted the Successful 
Alumni Forum at The University of Cambodia on March 30, 2017 from 
2:00pm to 5:00pm. Mr. Ung Kimheang and Mr. Kith Rathamony worked 
as a team to give a presentation influencing UC students to stay motivated in 
school. They also encouraged them to surround themselves with and learn 
from people who can mold them and help their dreams come into reality. 
The speakers also stressed that students should conduct volunteer work during 

their BA program.  The two UC alumni speakers served the audience well in guiding their path to success. 

Students listened attentively as Mr. Ung Kimheang mentioned strategies to understand what self-belief is, 
with the aim of encouraging students to follow their passions. Later on, Mr. Kith Rathamony gave a great 
lecture on how to foster one’s personal development step by step, like climbing up a ladder. The two UC 
alumni speakers ultimately motivated students to understand the importance of self-awareness. Finally, the 
event ended with gift giving and excitement. The Director of SCDC, Mr. Brendens Lek, presented gifts to the 
two alumni speakers. Everyone enjoyed their last moment together by taking photos.
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Conflict Resolution and Management in the Job 
Sector and GFG88 Business Presentation

By: Mr. Brendens Lek, Director of the Skills and Career Development Center                                                                                                                 
The Skills and Career Development Center hosted a Conflict Resolution 
and Management in the Job Sector and Gold Financial Global-88 Business 
Presentation at The University of Cambodia on February 16th, 2017. The 
SCDC team and the GFG88 team collaborated to serve the participants 
with new knowledge about how to resolve conflicts at work. Students 
committed to listening to the presenters and learned how to handle 
disagreements and conflicts in the workplace. Mr. Sales Sovanara 
mentioned ways to overcome conflicts that often arise in the industrial 
sector. Mr. Lay Siheng, our next speaker, explained how global financial 
markets connect the worldwide market place. Mr. Sok Heng, Marketing 

Director of GFG88, also clarified important information in an effort to broaden students’ understanding on 
the topic of global financial markets. The last speaker was Mr. Srey Somnang, and he spoke about Forex 
Markets. The speakers’ presentations were very informative, and students learned how to resolve conflicts and 
how to reduce their stress level while working as part of a team. Students also listened to ideas on how best to 
find resolutions, to interact well with others and find common ground, and to be open minded when listening to 
other people’s perspectives. In addition, the students gained knowledge on both the Forex Market and global 
financial markets. Finally, the event ended with a prize-winning lottery. The Director of SCDC and GFG88 
handed out gifts to the students who won the lucky draw.

Center for Khmer Studies ReceptionCenter for Khmer Studies Reception
By: Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity 

On 9 January 2017, Mr. Travis Mitchell, Director of the Council for Research and Creativity (CRC), and 
Mr. Meng Kro, Assistant for CRC, attended a reception to introduce the activities of the Center for Khmer 
Studies and its new country director, Mr. Natharoun Ngo. The event, held at Kingdom Breweries, provided 
many networking opportunities for UC. We met and talked to some of the leading researchers in Cambodia, 
including those who work at UNDP, UNIDO, Cornell University, and CDRI. We discussed potential ways that 
The University of Cambodia could collaborate with some of the other institutions, and promised to follow up 
on these possibilities. 
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CMC OFFERS FREE COURSE ON ENGLISH NEWS TRANSLATIONCMC OFFERS FREE COURSE ON ENGLISH NEWS TRANSLATION

By: Mr. Bun Sophal, Assistant Dean for the College of Media and Communications
The free course on English News Translation was initiated as an extra academic learning activity in an effort 
to equip students with important soft skills. The course is tailored for students who are pursuing Bachelor’s 
degrees in Arts and Media Studies at the College of Media and Communications (CMC). However, the 
University of Cambodia is providing this course free of charge for all UC students, alumni, non-UC students 
and the public, with a class size limit of 80.

The course aims to equip students with English language translation skills, especially regarding the language 
of news writing. In a broader extent, the course sought to understand the comparative differences in covering 
local and international media. The course lasts for three months from 18 March to 20 May 2017 every Saturday 
on the 7th floor, room 710. The course is accommodating for both Khmer and International-track students at 
UC (English fluency is not required). 

Currently the class has around 60 students, so there are still seats available for  late registration. 50 percent of 
enrolled students are from UC, and the rest are from various universities, staff of companies, NGOs and UC 
alumni. 

The class is conducted in Khmer and students will learn English news context by translating into Khmer 
from English news excerpts from international news publishers such as AP news, AFP, BBC, Reuters, Globe 
Magazine and others. 

Students will learn key technical terms and study key elements of news concepts on business, economics, 
technology, world news, current affairs in local news, and various other news categories to build their 
professional news writing skills. 

This course is mentored by Mr. Sophal Bun who has 15 years of experience in teaching and 10 years in 
translation work with various companies. He holds an MA degree in International Journalism Studies from 
Hong Kong Baptist University and has over 10-years of work experience in communications. 

          I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e 
  C o l l e g e  o f  M e d i a  a n d  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

The College of  Media and Communications (CMC) was launched in response to the University’s desire to con-
stantly improve itself  and adjust to the needs of  the current economic and educational environment. CMC will 
provide both theoretical and practical knowledge regarding the functions of  journalism, reporting and technical 
production. The SEATV television and radio station, located on the University of  Cambodia campus, will 
host students for the practical component of  their degree program.
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By: Dr. Keo Chhea, Dean of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations

    UC Distinguished Lecture Series

Featuring
H.E. Pitono Purnomo, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 

Republic of Indonesia to the Kingdom of Cambodia 

Inauguration of the Indonesia Room
On 21 February 2017, Professor Din Merican, Associate Dean of 
of TSS and Special Assistant to the President, gave brief remarks 
on on the background and establishment of TSS and the naming of 
TSS lecture halls after all ten ASEAN Member States. He stressed 
that this reflects the firm commitment of TSS to peace, stability and 
economic growth – regionally, internationally and within ASEAN. 
The Indonesia lecture hall is the second ASEAN hall to be inaugurated 
at UC. The first hall to be inaugurated was the current ASEAN Chair, 
The Philippines.
 
Dr. Y Ratana, on behalf of the President of UC, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, welcomed Ambassador Purnomo, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Indonesia to the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
and expressed appreciation for Indonesia’s contributions and commitment to UC as well as to Cambodia as a 
whole.

Ambassador Purnomo, expressed his appreciation to UC and TSS for arranging this lecture series as well as 
the decision to name ten lecture halls after ASEAN nations, in particular the Indonesia Room. He recalled the 
long bonds and traditions that link Cambodia and Indonesia together, and highlighted all the past coordination 
and cooperation efforts. He also pledged to continue supporting the University of Cambodia in the future. He 
reaffirmed the stance of the Embassy of Indonesia in Phnom Penh to maintain close cooperation with HEIs, 
and offered that the Embassy would like to teach Bahasa Indonesia in the Indonesia room at UC as an extra 
free course, if UC agrees.

Ambassador Purnomo and Dr. Y Ratana, raised the curtain on the name plate of the Indonesia Room and cut 
the red ribbon signifying the inauguration of the Indonesia Room. Ambassador Purnomo also signed the UC 
guest book and commemorative photos were taken.

Distinguished Lecture on “Indonesia and ASEAN Centrality”

To begin, Dean Keo Chhea, Dean of the Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations, 
welcomed Ambassador Pitono Purnomo and gave a brief account of his curriculum vitae. He also stated the 
rationales behind the lecture as well as a brief background on Indonesia and ASEAN.

Dr. Y Ratana then welcomed Ambassador Purnomo and his team and recalled the long bilateral cooperation 
and diplomatic relations between Cambodia and Indonesia. He also recalled the active support of Indonesia 
during the Cambodian crisis and Indonesia’s valuable contribution to the resilience and rebuilding of modern 
Cambodia.
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on Indonesia and ASEAN Centrality 
Ambassador Purnomo once again expressed appreciation to the University of Cambodia and TSS for 
organizing this important program. He started his lecture with the current developments of ASEAN’s economic 
performance, which despite the modernization of the global economy has achieved a total trade growth of 
US$700 billion with an average annual growth rate of 5.2% between 2007 and 2015. ASEAN economic 
growth is around US$2.4 trillion, which marks the region as the 6th largest economy in the world and the 3rd 
largest economy in Asia.
  
On the political front, ASEAN has proven to be the guardian for peace and stability in Southeast Asia. Decades 
of peace and stability have contributed to the creation of conducive economic development that has lead to 
progress and prosperity in the region. ASEAN has evolved from a loose regional organization to a strong, 
rules-based community with the common vision of security, stability, and prosperity.

On challenges, Ambassador Purnomo touched on issues with the South China Sea as well as inter-state disputes. 
Nevertheless, he stressed that under the same umbrella of the ASEAN Community, ASEAN Member States 
are like brothers and sisters. “We may fight over some small differences, but we uphold family ties and always 
come together on common challenges,” he explained. He further stressed that Indonesia shares a common 
vision with Samdech Prime Minister Hun Sen who once said that ASEAN should “remain united as a cohesive 
family.”

He further stressed that there is an urgent need for ASEAN to strengthen its unity, centrality, and leadership to 
manage both internal and external challenges and continue to remain relevant to maintain peace and stability 
in the region. In this connection, Indonesia is of the view that the main preconditions for stronger centrality 
are based on the following pillars:

a) Internal centrality;
b) Centrality towards strategic regional issues;
c) Centrality towards ASEAN’s External Relations and beyond; and
d) Centrality towards the Evolving Regional Architecture;

Ambassador Purnomo finally stressed that as the dynamics of ASEAN’s surrounding environment become 
more volatile, without unity and ASEAN centrality, the region will fall to the influence of other major powers. 
Allow me to underline once again, a more united ASEAN leads to stronger centrality in the affairs of the 
region. ASEAN unity: one vision, one identity, one community – is an indispensable foundation for ASEAN 
leadership and centrality in its role in responding to regional and global challenges. Indonesia, with all ASEAN 
Member States, is fully committed to strengthen ASEAN unity, centrality, and leadership in regional and 
global processes for a more prosperous ASEAN, a better region and a better world.

There were questions on the South China Sea, on narrowing development gaps within ASEAN as well as on 
the impact of Brexit to the ASEAN economy, to which Ambassador Purnomo eloquently responded with the 
additional views from his accompanying embassy staff. The program was conducted in a smooth and well-
prepared manner. It was a great success and reflects the good image of the University of Cambodia as well as 
TSS.
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UC DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES        
on

Australia’s Longstanding Partnership with Southeast Asia, including Cambodia
Featuring 

H.E. Angela Corcoran, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Australia to 
the kingdom of Cambodia

By: Mr. Heng Kimkong, Assistant Dean of the School of Graduate Studies
On the auspicious afternoon of March 2nd, 2017, the School of 
Graduate Studies, in collaboration with the Techo Sen School 
of Government and International Relations at The University 
of Cambodia, hosted a distinguished lecture as part of the UC 
Distinguished Lecture Series featuring H.E. Angela Corcoran, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Australia to the 
Kingdom of Cambodia. The Ambassador presided over the official 
inauguration of the Australia Room prior to the lecture. The Australia 
Room is on the ninth floor of The University of Cambodia building. 

After brief remarks explaining how proud UC was to have the 
Australian Ambassador in person to officially open and inaugurate 
the Australia Room, Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President for Academic 

Affairs, invited H.E. Angela Corcoran to open the curtain to the name plate of the Australia Room and co-cut 
the ribbon at the door of the Australia Room to make the inauguration official. A series of group photos were 
taken in front of the room to record the inauguration and were uploaded to the UC website and Facebook 
page.

Right after the inauguration of the Australia Room, Dr. Michael Minehan, Dean of the School of Graduate 
Studies, started off the Distinguished Lecture by offering short remarks on the purpose of the UC Distinguished 
Lecture Series, referring to previous Distinguished Lectures by Ambassadors from a number of countries, 
including Argentina and ASEAN member nations as well. Dr. Minehan then introduced H.E. Angela Corcoran 
to the audience before inviting the Ambassador to deliver her Distinguished Lecture to an audience of about 
60 UC faculty members, staff and students. 

The essence of the Distinguished Lecture, as its title suggests, was Australia’s longstanding partnerships with 
Southeast Asia, particularly Cambodia. The lecture was truly insightful and thought-provoking, addressing 
women’s empowerment, women’s leadership and featuring success stories of prominent women in society 
and education. In the lecture, H.E. Angela Corcoran also underscored the important linkage between Australia 
and Southeast Asia, especially Cambodia, in areas such as politics, economics, education and culture, as 
well as women’s roles in establishing strong connections between Australia and mainland Southeast Asia. 
The lecture also emphasized Australia’s pivotal role of solidarity in times of war and peace in this region. 
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Australia’s contributions to Cambodia in the area of technical assistance, capacity building, education, and 
peace building/keeping processes were also highlighted and well received during the lecture. 

After the Distinguished Lecture, there was a lively follow-up Q&A session where the participants and the 
Ambassador exchanged questions and answers. The questions were mainly about women’s leadership, 
scholarship opportunities in Australia, and qualities of female diplomats, amongst other questions. Towards 
the end of the discussion, the Ambassador was invited to share her success story as a woman in leadership to 
inspire young Cambodian women, particularly female students in the audience that special afternoon.

 

The distinguished lecture came to an end with closing remarks by Dr. Y Ratana, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and special representative of Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Founder and President of The University of 
Cambodia. What followed was the exchange of gifts as a token of appreciation from the University and the 
Embassy, with Dr. Y Ratana and H.E. Angela Corcoran representing both entities. The event finally ended 
with a photo session between the Ambassador, the UC management team and the whole audience. It was a 
wonderful distinguished lecture, which left everyone with smiles, joy, and optimism. 

   T e c h o  S e n  S c h o o l  o f  G o v e r n m e n t 
        a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s

The Techo Sen School of  Government and International Relations is a graduate and doctoral school with 
a heavy focus on conducting policy research and conducting research through an in-house think-tank. TSS 
will create a network of  individuals, organizations and institutions that will enable students to broaden their 
academic and professional connections and networking opportunities. 
The University of  Cambodia offered 100 scholarships for TSS students in AY: 2015-2016, in an effort to 
promote access to quality education for all Cambodians. 
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SCDC Public Speaking Graduation Ceremony

By: Mr. Brendens Lek, Director of the Skills and Career Development Center 

The Skills and Career Development Center hosted 
a Public Speaking Graduation Ceremony at The 
University of Cambodia on March 3rd, 2017, in room 
611, from 11:30am to 1:00pm. 22 students graduated 
from this most recent public speaking session they 
were as follows: Miss Chen Hangkanika, Mr. 
Chhith Monysastra, Miss Choeun Sreychom, 
Miss Heng Pichvoleak, Miss Iv Leangchou, Miss 
Khov Huysim, Mr. Moeurn Vemol, Mr. Nguon 
Phuongphanit, Miss Nov Sreynich, Miss Ourn 
Pichsocheata, Miss Phan Nita, Mr. Phoung Royal, 
Miss Roeun Royal, Miss Reth Monypheak, Miss 

Samol Bophavotey, Miss Sari Sothavy, Miss Seng Sreyne, Miss Sokcheata, Mr. Tek Senglong, Miss Trey 
Muysim, Miss Vet Kimhorng, and Miss Vuth Serey Mr. Brendens Lek, Director of the Skills and Career 
Development Center, gave an up-lifting speech to the graduating students on how to always be a good public 
speaker. Thereafter, Prof. Merican gave an inspiring speech motivating students to never to give up on their 
dreams and goals. 

Finally, Dr. Sareth empowered the students to always study at The University of Cambodia (UC). Graduating 
students and Internal Public Speaking contestants were excited to receive certificates for their accomplishments. 
As a part of the ceremony, graduating students performed songs for the audience. As the event came to a close, 
pictures were taken and all the students shouted, “Confidence is what I got!”
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By: Mr. Keo Chhea, Dean of Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations
CROSSING CULTURES: THE CAMBODIAN-AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

“We can always turn crisis and difficulties into opportunities and 
benefit from them”, UC President Dr. Kao Kim Hourn made 
this comment at the Panel Discussion on “Crossing Cultures: The 
Cambodian-American Experience,” held on 29 March 2017, in the 
University of Cambodia Conference Room. 

The panel consisted of three distinguished personalities, namely 
H.E. Rady Mom, Massachusetts State Representative, H.E. Mrs. 
Sotie Heidt, and Mr. Derek Pan. They spoke about cross-cultural 

linkages between the United States and Cambodia, and in the view of three distinguished Cambodian-
Americans, the skills and experiences that drive success in both countries.

It was a great opportunity for the students and other participants to learn from a diverse range of American-
Cambodian experts speaking on their life experiences, academic successes, professional masterpieces and 
technological entrepreneurship. These panelists have evolved from struggling to adjust to the USA, to achieving 
significant accomplishments. They had to go through adjustments and learn to adapt to American society, 
while maintaining their great love for and investment in Cambodia and Khmer society. Through this event, 
young Cambodians developed an appreciation for the depth and breadth of Cambodian-American people-to-
people ties and gained an understanding of the common factors that lead to success in both cultures, including 
the areas of education and entrepreneurship.

Preceding the panel discussion, Ambassador of the United States of America to the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
H.E. William A. Heidt, together with H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, President of The University of Cambodia, 
inaugurated the America Room, a lecture room named after the United States of America, on the 9th floor of 
the University. On that occasion, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn and Ambassador Heidt exchanged brief remarks stressing 
the importance of further strengthening cooperation between Cambodia and the United States, especially in 
the field of education and culture, focusing on encouraging more scholarships and exchange programs at the 
higher level.

The two events were jointly organized by the Techo Sen School of Government and International Relations 
(TSS) of The University of Cambodia and the Embassy of the United States of America in Phnom Penh, and 
were successfully held on 29 March 2017, at the University of Cambodia with over two hundred participants 
including students, faculty, staff and other members of academia. 



AN INTERESTING WAY TO START THE NEW TERM…
By: Gina V. Lopez, Dean of the UC School of Business

On Monday, March 20, and Friday, March 31, 2017, The University of Cambodia School of Business conducted 
its Orientation for Term II AY 2016-2017 on the 8th floor of UC. In this orientation, important matters were 
highlighted including the following:
 1.   Code of Conduct
 2.   Rules of Civility
 3.   Facilities
 4.   Offices
 5.    Other Services and Student   
       Organizations
 6.   Course Syllabi
In the same occasion, UCSB welcomed two (2) 
EU-SHARE exchange students from Indonesia, 
Ms. Reffi Dewi and Ms. Nuraini Lukitasari. The students are from Bogor Agricultural University, and are 
both majoring in Resources and Environmental Economics. However, as exchange students at UC, they are 
taking courses in International Business at the UC School of Business. Our students warmly welcomed them 
to their new home at UC, and they started to get to know each other. As very cheerful and friendly exchange 
students, they are sure to make many friends and of course learn a lot in the classroom since they are also 
smart and active students. As the Dean of the School of Business, I am extending my all-out support to these 
two students. From today until the end of the term more activities both in and outside the classroom will be 
conducted, in an effort to showcase the culture, traditions and practices of how we teach and learn at The 
University of Cambodia School of Business.

 ANOTHER MILESTONE FOR THE UC SCHOOL OF BUSINESS…
By: Gina V. Lopez, Dean of The UC School of Business
The UC School of Business is overjoyed to be using the classrooms on the 8th floor during Term II Academic 
Year 2016-2017. This is another milestone for UCSB and we would like to extend our most sincere thanks to 
University President, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn.

On Monday, 20 March 2017, a few minutes before the start of morning classes all UCSB students, faculty and 
staff members gathered in front of the School of Business office for a simple prayer and blessing ceremony of 
the 8th floor and all the new UCSB classrooms. This has been a tradition for the School of Business (formerly 
the College of Management) for more than ten years. Before moving into any new location, office, floor or 
classroom, the Dean would arrange for monk students to pray for safety, prosperity and longevity, and bless 
the new space. This tradition has become important since the School of Business is continuously growing and 
graduating students are high achievers and excel in their endeavors wherever they go and whatever they do. 

The ceremony was successfully coordinated by Mr. Toun Yat, UC alumnus and School of Business Lecturer, 
and other alumni, Ven. Hou Chhiv Neath and Ven. Cham Thyrak. It was a very good occasion where they 
inspired our current students to focus on their studies by sharing some valuable experiences with them. UCSB 
would like to extend one more sincere thank you to The University of Cambodia, H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn 
and all the UCSB students, faculty, staff and alumni. 
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ICT POLICY ANd MASTER PLAN FOR 
HIGHER EdUCATION INSTITUTIONS

By: Mr. Teav Chhun Nan, Associate Dean for the College of Science and Technology

From 27-30 October 2016, Mr. Teav Chhun Nan, 
Associate Dean for the College of Science and 
Technology, represented The University of Cambodia 
to participate in a workshop entitled, “ICT Policy and 
Master Plan for Higher Education Institutions,” which 
was presided by over by Ms. Ros Chansophea, Head 
of Policy Office for Higher Education at the Ministry 
of Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS), Mr. 
Magnus Saemundsson, Senior Education Advisor 
for the Embassy of Sweden in Phnom Penh, and Mr. 
Phal Des, Vice Rector for Academic Affairs at The 
Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP), at Kampot 
Diamond Hotel in Kampot province.

The Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP) has 
created a guiding framework for ICT implementation, 
and a lot has been done to properly utilize ICT in 
different aspects of university learning, research, 
administration and management. A review of the 
status of ICT at RUPP, supported by the Swedish 
International Development Agency (SIDA), revealed 
that these efforts are largely disjointed and do not 
achieve the synergy that an integrated approach with 
clear direction would bring. Furthermore, the guiding 
framework does not have the level of focus and 
specificity, including effective financial planning, that 
would enable RUPP to make a case for funding from 
the government or other sources. RUPP has therefore 
decided to formulate an ICT Policy and Master Plan 
that spells out the following: 
 i.       

 ii.

 1. Teaching, learning, and research;
 2. Academic administration and management;
 3. Library administration and management;
 4. Finance administration and management;
 5. Human resource administration and   
     management;
 iii. 

 iv. 

 v.

 vi.

 vii. 

Without good policies and a developed master plan, 
there is a high risk that ICT investments will increase 
costs without increasing productivity and learning 
outcomes to justify the enhanced spending. It should 
also be noted that good ICT policy and master plans 
must be understood and implemented by all levels of 
the organization, especially by top management, as 
it will lead to organizational changes and challenges 
that need to be constantly monitored and addressed.

The objectives of the workshop were as follows: 
          1. 

          2.

          3.

          4.

          5. 

To share best practices related to ICT policies 
and master plan development;
To collect input from corresponding 
stakeholders;
To consult on the creation of quality ICT 
policies and master plans;
To exchange current status of ICT usage 
between HEIs; and 
To refine key decision elements to create a 
sufficient basis for drafting ICT policies and 
master plans.

The specific aspirations and requirements that will 
guide the implementation of the infrastructure, 
databases, information systems, and corresponding 
processes and procedures in order to support the 
functional and policy level aspirations of RUPP;

High level policy intent for integrating ICT into    
all aspects of university life, driven by the vision 
and mission of the university;
The specific aspirations and requirements that 
will guide the integration of ICT in each aspect of 
university life:

Proper ICT management techniques from the 
policy to the operational level;
Implementation practices for the ICT master 
plan based on the agreed upon priorities, along 
with costs of implementation;
A sustainability plan (organizational, human 
resource, and finance) to ensure that investments 
in ICT are not only maintained in a state that 
enables achievements of the policy objectives 
but can also, with time, be built to greater levels 
of sophistication;
Approaches to developing management, 
monitoring and evaluation tools as a means of 
keeping a constant eye on the process so that all 
risks are recognized and proactively addressed. 
Tactical or strategic changes must be addressed 
in a timely manner. 
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BOOk Launch fOR camBOdIan cOnSTITuTIOnaL LawBOOk Launch fOR camBOdIan cOnSTITuTIOnaL Law

By: Dr. Hem Sras, Dean of the College of Law

Dr. Hem Sras, Dean of the College of Law (CoL) at The University of Cambodia, attended the book launch 
for Cambodian Constitutional Law, organized by Konrad Adenauer Stiftung at Raffles Hotel Le Royal in 
Phnom Penh on December 22, 2016. The host of the event invited many institutional representatives to attend 
this event including H.E. George Edgar, Ambassador for the Delegation of the European Union, Prince 
Norodom Sirivudh, member of the Cambodian Constitutional Council, and H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, 
Minister of Education, Youth, and Sport as the key addressers in this event.

In his opening remarks, Rene Gradwohl, country representative for Cambodia of Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 
warmly welcomed the guests participating in the event. Mr. Gradwohl also stressed the importance of launching 
this book in Cambodia. Next, H.E. George Edgar, Ambassador for the Delegation of the European Union, 
focused his remarks on the constitution. He underlined the importance of interpreting laws in compliance 
with the spirit of the constitution. Then, Prince Norodom Sirivudh, member of the Cambodian Constitutional 
Council, stressed the important role of the Cambodian Constitutional Council in interpreting law adopted 
by parliament. The last speaker was H.E. Dr. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of Education, Youth, and Sport. 
The minister, who contributed an article for the book, underscored the importance of the book’s content for 
Cambodia. He also urged the authors and editors to translate this book from English into Khmer language, 
which would increase the benefit of the publication to Cambodia.   

During the closing ceremony, the minister and a number of key speakers delivered a copy of the book to the 
representatives of each participating institution. The participants took a number of memorial, happy photos. 
The event proceeded smoothly and ended with a friendly buffet, which led to fruitful conversations among the 
participants and speakers.

2nd national Reading day2nd national Reading day
By: Ms. Chap Chamroeunmolika, Deputy of the Toshu Fukami Library

On 13 March 2017, the 2nd National Reading Day was held at the National 
Institute of Education from 7:00am-5:00pm and included participation by H.E. 
Anne Lemaistre, UNESCO Representative in Cambodia, H.E. Khieu Kanharith, 
Minister of Information, H.E. Hang Chuon Naron, Minister of Education, Youth 
and Sport, H.E. Phoeurng Sackona, Minister of Culture and Fine Arts, and over 
1,500 others from various ministries, educational institutions, local authorities, 
NGOs and the private sector.

National  Reading Day is an event that celebrates and encourages reading, and is sponsored by the Ministry 
of Education Youth and Sport. This event was open to the public to help develop a foundation of literacy, 
which everyone needs to become lifelong learners. Ministries, educational institutions, local authorities, 
NGOs, the private sector and parents participated in a variety of activities with younger readers. The event 
ended with an atmosphere of fun and success. 
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From 19-20 January 2017, Mr. Khorn Sokheng, Assistant Dean for the 
College of Law, and five students from the College of Law attended a 
conference on “Law and Economics Development,” at the National University 
of Management in Phnom Penh. The workshop included speakers from 
Handong International Law School, National University of Management, 
and the Royal University of Law and Economics. Besides that, most of the 
participants came from other universities in Phnom Penh. 
The workshop was presided over by Dr. Seng Bunthoeun, Vice Rector 
at the National University of Management. In his welcoming remarks, he 
expressed his profound thanks and appreciation to the organizers, presenters, 

moderators, and participants, who joined the training workshop on “Law and Economics Development,” 
especially those involved in making this meaningful event happen. 
The workshop was divided into 2 days. The workshop lectures and discussions were as follows: 

	 lDay1

 •  Panel 1: Agricultural Law and Development
 -  Agricultural law and development;
 -  How law relates to agricultural development; and
 -  Agricultural development and law in Korea.
 •  Panel 2: Best Practices for Drafting Laws and Regulations
 -  Drafting laws;
 -  Economic and social impact assessment in the process of drafting laws and regulations; and
 -  Simplifying and streamlining laws and regulations.

	 lDay2

 •  Panel 3: Laws regarding Business and Business Crimes
 -  Business law practices and their challenges in Cambodia;
 -  Laws attracting business, and the investment laws of Cambodia; and
 -  Business crime in Cambodia.
 •  Panel 4: The state of legal education in Cambodia, Korea, and America
 -  Legal education in Cambodia;
 -  Legal education in Korea;
 -  Legal education in America; and
 -  Possible improvements for legal education in Cambodia.

At the conclusion of the workshop, after professors, lecturers and experts shared case studies and presentations 
through seminars and discussions on the topics mentioned above, participants were much more informed.
In the closing remarks, Dr. Hor Peng, Rector at the National University of Management, appreciated the 
contributions of the participants, and thanked the presenters and organizers of the workshop. Moreover, he 
noted that this was a fruitful workshop, and he hopes that the knowledge from this workshop will help develop 
Cambodian society. 

  LAw And eConoMiCS deveLoPMent
By: Mr. Khorn Sokheng, Assistant Dean for College of Law
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From 23-26 January 2017, Mr. Mauk Peou, Director of the Office of Internal Quality Assurance and Mr. 
Pay Chheng How, Director of the Center of English Studies, attended the Remedial Assessors Training 
Workshop organized by the Accreditation Committee of Cambodia (ACC) at New Beach Hotel in Preah 
Sihanouk Province. 

Firstly, Mr. Vong Chhorvy, an ACC Assessor, conducted a presentation about the process of data collection, 
analysis, and assessment report writing. He stressed that assessors must have a basic understanding of and 
competencies in CNQF, the Nine National Standards and all related laws, as this knowledge is necessary for 
conducting quality assessments. The assessor shall also adhere to the code of conduct and ethics during their 
assignment or task. 

At that time, Mr. Mauk Peou shared his ideas and experiences as an assessor saying that assessors should 
better understand the roles and tools used to assess by focusing on the principle of the inputs, process and 
output. Assessors should find out and assess the quality of the inputs, quality of the implementation process, 
and measure the effectiveness of outputs (impacts). During the ensuing group discussion, Mr. Pay Chheng 
How shared his practical experiences on standard 4 to the group. He raised that a reliable source of information 
is very important and necessary for the assessors, while the site-visit can help us develop a clear picture on 
the HEI’s operations and performance when writing the assessment report. Finally, each group presented their 
mock assessment report, which was followed by questions and answers. 

Then, Mr. Tep Neavea presented the concept of SMART (Specific, Measurable, Assignable, Realistic, Time-
related), which can be used to write recommendations. He explained the differences between construct and 
evidence in which assessors should define clearly during the process of reading or checking the documents 
displayed by each HEI. In addition, Mr. Neavea stated that a recommendation should be construct-based 
rather than evidence-based, but Dr. Roth Chhang explained that a recommendation can be either evidence or 
construct-based according to the nature of the indicators. 

Moreover, Mr. Tith Sinoeun showed the Table of Data Collection for assessing the relevant information 
needed by standards or indicators. The table is divided into three columns: The first column is for information 
needed, the second one is for data collection and information organization, and the third column is for the 
analytical assessment report. In addition, Dr. Roth Chhang focused on data collection methods, explaining 
that assessors should answer the following critical questions when doing data collection: 
(1) Why is data collection necessary? 
(2) What sources of data should be collected?
(3) How do we gather this data? 

Last but not least, the 3-day training workshop provided all participants with information and techniques for 
collecting, analyzing, classifying, assessing and interpreting data/information. Moreover, the workshop was 
fruitful because participants were properly guided on how to use tools to gather necessary information and to 
write practical recommendations for HEIs. 

By: Mr. Mauk Peou, Director of the Office of Internal Quality Assurance 

REMEDIAL ASSESSOR TRAINING WORKSHOP
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By: Mr. Mauk Peou, Director of the Office of Internal Quality Assurance

2nd CRedit tRAnSfeR SYSteM CAPACitY-buiLding woRKShoP

From 26-27 January 2017, Mr. Mauk Peou, Director for the Office of 
Internal Quality Assurance, Mr. Chheang Pilot, Director for the Office 
of Admissions, Registration and Information, and Ms. Kong Rathana, 
Director of the Office of the University Registrar, attended the 2nd Credit 
Transfer System Capacity Building Workshop organized by Campus 
France in Phnom Penh at The National University of Management.

The workshop was a unique chance to meet different practitioners and 
experts, to share perspectives and- experiences, and to build institutional capacity in implementing the 
mobility tools and the SHARE online platform to effectively use their potential for higher education quality 
purposes.

To begin, Ariane Defreine, SHARE Programme Manager for Campus France, introduced the key roles of 
SHARE and the SHARE Credit Transfer System. SHARE will enhance the capacity of higher education 
stakeholders to coordinate efforts in ensuring credit recognition and transfer of credits across ASEAN HEIs. 
The cornerstone to guaranteeing a sustainable and efficient CTS system in ASEAN is to ensure mutual trust 
between the Higher Education Institutions in ASEAN and between ASEAN and the EU.

Then, Sylvie Bonichon, SHARE European Core Expert for Campus France, detailed the Mobility Tools that 
will be implemented in Batch 3 and Batch 4 for 2017-2018. The tools include the SHARE Charter, the SHARE 
Student Charter, the Inter-institutional Agreement, the Learning Agreement Amendment, the Transcript 
of Records, Certificates of Attendance (start/end), Credit Transfer Sheets, and Certificates of Credits and 
Recognition.

In the following sessions, Fabrice Henard, SHARE Team Leader for Campus France, presented a learning 
outcomes-based approach regarding the concepts of learning outcomes, the purpose of using the learning 
outcomes approach when designing study programmes or course units, the way to express learning outcomes, 
the formulation of the learning outcomes using the Cambodian National Qualification Framework and the 
assessment of the learning outcomes.

Moreover, Stéphane Pardo, SHARE Core IT Expert for Campus France, mentioned new developments in the 
SHARE Platform designed for implementation and facilitation in Batch 3 and Batch 4’s mobility process. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Stéphane shared the timetable for Batch 3:
 i.  February to June 2017: Students register on the platform and apply for scholarships (Deadline: end  
     of May 2017).
 ii. End of June 2017: SHARE scholarship awardees are announced (Share scholarship application  
     deadline: 11 June 2017)
           iii. July 2017 (Before students begin):
  -  Universities generate a LA number using the platform
  -  Universities issue the LA (offline or online)
  -  Universities issue the certificates required for mobility (offline or online)

By the end of the workshop, participants had learned about the best practices for using the SHARE 
mobility tools. Participants worked in groups to develop learning outcomes for designing study 

programmes and course 
units. Participants from 
Cambodian universities 
raised issues regarding the 
constraints for obtaining 
recognition and credit 
transfers for Batch 2. 
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By: Mr. Meas Sovann, Assistant to the College of Science and Technology

AdvAnCed CouRSe CLoSing CeReMonY foR KoReA 
SoftwARe hRd CenteR

On Friday, 17 February 2017, a half-day seminar on 
the Advanced Course Closing Ceremony of Korea 
Software HRD Center was conducted at Phnom Penh 
Hotel. The audience was made up of representatives 
from 10 higher education organizations in Phnom 
Penh. The scope and topics covered during the 
seminar are as follows:  

Topic 1: All Khmer Docs Mobile App 
- It is an application, which serves as the best 
document sharing service in Cambodia.
- It can list documents using helpful filters for 
categories, popular posts, recent posts, and 
recommended posts.

Topic 2: Denh Tlai Mobile App
- It is an application that facilitates the process of 
buying and selling products by taking bids, and selling 
the items to the highest bidder.
- It can be used for real time bidding, and lists 
categories of products based on advanced product 
searches, latest posts, and ending soon items. The app 
allows for multiple languages.

Topic 3: Nham Ey Mobile App
- It is an application for exploring restaurants in 
Phnom Penh that offer the best food near you. 
- The application allows users to search restaurant 
profiles and maps, share to social networks, review 
restaurants with comments, and directly contact 
restaurants for further information.

Topic 4: Tenh Ey Mobile App
- It is an application for Cambodia integrated 
e-commerce with a mobile platform so that all 
Cambodians can shop for items on smart phone 
devices.
- It lists items sold on different websites and 
compares prices. Users can search for products, 
switch languages, note favorites and access order 
history. Users can also share purchases on social 
networks.

Topic 5: KH-IPCam Mobile App
- It is the first Cambodian mobile platform that 
monitors IP cameras using Internet protocol.
- It can be used in real devices to exchange data 
(monitor remote spaces in real-time and detect 
abnormal behaviors). The application allows control 

over the behavior of remote cameras, manages IP 
cameras and user information, requests live video from 
the IP cameras using the mobile app, and allows one 
connection from the IP camera with multi-clients.

Topic 6: MyBizCard Mobile App
- It is an application to control expense management 
using mobile technology that provides support to 
the company’s employees by submitting the receipt 
through the mobile app.
- Its functions include a display for the main card, lists 
of receipts, lists of detailed receipts and submitting 
receipts using smart phones. It provides real time 
monitoring of the company expenses. 

Topic 7: EZScraper Desktop App
- It is an application that automatically extracts data 
from websites and organizes  that data in a database 
or spreadsheet for specific purposes.
- It is a desktop application that provides the tools 
for creating and maintaining web scrapping projects 
using wizard manner. 
- EZScraper is a tool that helps the developer build and 
maintain projects faster and easier by data scraping 
specific integrated development environments.

Finally, the audience enjoyed refreshments at 
the Phnom Penh Hotel and held very interesting 
conversations on these innovative applications and 
how to implement these projects using smart phones. 
At the end of event, we took photos and exchanged 
contact information with key persons in attendance. 
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13th Annual CamTESOL Conference            
By: Dr. Suy Sareth, Dean for the College of Arts and Humanities

From 18-19 February 2017, Dr. Suy Sareth, Dean of the College of Arts and Humanities, Mr. Sok 
Sovanchandara, Assistant Dean for CoAH, and Ms. Sean Sokunthea, full-time English lecturer for CoAH, 
attended the 13th Annual CamTESOL Conference held at the Institute of Technology Cambodia (ITC) under 
the theme of, “Building A Regional Community: English Across Platforms”. 

The conference was presided over by H.E. Minister Hang Chuon Naron of the Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport (MoEYS), H.E. Angela Corcoran, Australian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Ms. 
Diane Millar, US Embassy Representative. More than 1,500 participants from 33 countries attended the 
event.

The 13th Annual CamTESOL Conference consisted of various themes on language learning and teaching. The 
themes were further classified into specific topics related to participants’ work experiences and interests. Some 
of the interesting, informative and academic-oriented topics chosen by UC participants were: practical process 
of professional development, fostering creativity in the English language classroom, peer observation made 
easy: practical tips and strategies, and reflective practice for English teachers. 

During the two-day CamTESOL Conference each participant gained knowledge and practical experience 
into language teaching and learning in addition to gaining educational leadership and management skills. The 
conference has become a focal point of intellectual gathering where knowledge and experiences are shared 
among teachers who have the passion to foster quality English teaching and learning.  

The ASEAN Study Center (ASC) would like to announce a book drive to create UC’s very own  ASEAN 
Library. Donated books related to ASEAN Nations’ domestic and international affairs will make a lasting 
impact on the UC community.  It makes a huge difference to have such books at our center in order for 
students to learn from the many admirable ASEAN leaders that have helped transform our dynamic ASEAN 
Community.  As we count down to the ASEAN Economic Community, the ASEAN Study Center (ASC) will 
do all we can to help raise awareness and understanding of our diverse community. 

If individuals or institutions would like to donate resources to help build ASC’s capacity to promote ASEAN 
awareness, please take a few minutes to come visit our center.  Dr. Chhun Vannak, our Director, is always 
available to set up a visit for you, or to answer any questions you may have. Please don’t hesitate to call him 
at 070-538-510, or email him at director_asc@uc.edu.kh.

Book Drive for the     
         ASEAN Study Center
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By: Mr. Hor Kimheng, President of UCSS 10th Mandate                                                                                                                     

ASiAn And PACifiC RiM ReSeARCh integRitY (APRi) 
netwoRK Meeting 2017

By: Mr. Meng Kro, Assistant to the Council for Research and Creativity 
From 20 - 22 February 2017, Mr. Meng Kro, Assistant to 
the Council for Research and Creativity (CRC), attended the 
Asian and Pacific Rim Research Integrity (APRI) Network 
Meeting 2017 at The University of Hong Kong. There were 
110 participants from 20 countries, including Australia, 
Bhutan, Cambodia, Canada, China, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
The Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Sri Lanka, 
Taiwan, Thailand, and the United States. The objectives 
of the meeting were to further multi-national awareness, 
understanding and opportunities for collaboration. Meetings 
like these are an essential step in the creation of sustainable, 

international partnerships to promote research integrity in the region. There were formal meeting sessions and 
break-out discussions related to integrity research issues, collaboration in APRI and the future of APRI in the 
region and in individual countries.

The first session focused on an introduction of the workshop. Researchers, scientists, engineers and other 
scholars who conduct scientific research often face problems with the integrity of research caused by 
misconduct, misinformation, and inadequate training and mentoring. To solve these challenges, leaders from 
many nations have created the Asian and Pacific Rim Research Integrity (APRI) Network. The second session 
discussed the idea of research ethics in great detail, and how to avoid questionable research practices; the third 
session built upon that idea and focused on international standards of research integrity. There are many issues 
that arise during the research process, which was the topic of session four. Members from various countries 
shared their experiences and discussed how they can learn from each other in order to minimize problems 
in their own countries. Finally, the meeting concluded with how the members of APRI can continue to work 
together, such as by sharing materials like policy statements, codes and standards, research data management 
quality assurance, and providing training courses on research integrity. APRI hopes to host a meeting next year 
to discuss the progress made by each nation and the organization as a whole.  

Introducing...
   Partners of UC

 The University of Cambodia  understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally 
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners 
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout 
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners 
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used 
to support personal, institutional, and national development. 
 Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual 
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented 
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance 
university curriculum and human resource development. 
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Anti-Human  TrafFicking Stakeholder MeetingAnti-Human  TrafFicking Stakeholder Meeting
By: Mr. Prak Sophorn, Assistant to the College of Law

On 2 March 2017, Mr. Prak Sophorn, Assistant to the College of Law at The University of Cambodia, attended 
the Counter Stakeholder Meeting Against Human Trafficking, organized by the United Nations Action for 
Cooperation against Trafficking in Persons (UN-ACT). The primary objective of the meeting was to share 
information, exchange ideas and raise strategic recommendations on counter human trafficking efforts. In 
the first trimester meeting for 2017, the cases of human trafficking in Japan and surrogacy in Cambodia were 
discussed. Participants ranged from representatives from the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Women 
Affairs, the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation, the Ministry of National Defense, 
various higher education institutions, and other national and international organizations. Ms. Lisa Chen, UN-
ACT representative conferred the opening remarks and reviewed the report of the previous counter stakeholder 
meeting in December of last year. 

Mr. Troy Dooley, Program Manager of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), presented the 
case of human trafficking in Japan. Many migrant workers from The Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, and 
Malaysia often seek work in Japan; however, some of these migrants have actually been trafficked and often 
face physical abuse. IOM worked closely with the Japanese authorities to help migrant workers return to their 
home country by providing assistance with basic needs, security, family assistance and also mental health 
support. 

Mr. Lim Thet, from UN-ACT Cambodia, presented about surrogacy violations in Cambodia. “Surrogacy” is 
an agreement in which a woman agrees to a pregnancy achieved through assisted reproductive technology, in 
which none of the genetic material belongs to her, with the intention to carry and birth the child and then give 
the baby to its genetic parents who take full custody of the child. H.E. Ran Serey Leakhena, Representative 
from the Ministry of Interior, highlighted the further complexities of surrogacy. The Royal Government of 
Cambodia has placed a high importance on combating illegal surrogacy and trafficking in persons and will 
continue to work closely with other nations and national and international organizations and agencies. It is 
important to note that contemporary laws on surrogacy practices have not yet been adopted in Cambodia. 

The last speaker, a representative from WINROCK International, highlighted a new program entitled, Asia 
Counter Trafficking in Persons (CTIP), supported by USAID. This program is intended to reduce trafficking 
in persons in Asia and more effectively address human trafficking risks and responses that transcend borders. 
The event concluded at 5:00pm on the same date with warm and meaningful closing remarks by Ms. Lisa 
Chen, UN-ACT representative. 
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iAtuL diReCtoRS’ SuMMit on StRAtegiC
 LibRARY MAnAgeMent in eMeRging CountRieS

By: Ms. Chap Chamroeunmolika, Deputy of the Toshu Fukami Library

From 25-27 March 2017, an important forum was held entitled, 
“Directors' Summit on Strategic Library Management in 
Emerging Countries," which was hosted by the International 
Association of University Libraries (IATUL), Cambodian 
Library Associations, and Paññāsāstra University of 
Cambodia. 

The forum took place from 8:00am-5:00pm for three full 
days, and was attended by Dr. Sam Ang Sam, Chancellor of 
Paññāsāstra University of Cambodia, Reiner Kallenborn, 
IATUL President, Dr. Gwen Ebbett, Vice President of 
IATUL, Ms. Mao Kolap, Vice President of the Cambodian 
Librarian Association, Documentalists, Dr. Elisha Chiware, 
Dr. Frédéric Brodkom, Dr. Gulcin Cribb, and over 50 

librarians from different libraries in Cambodia. The forum focused on 6 topics: 1) Fundamental Infrastructure 
– Desire and Reality, 2) Librarians’ Skills and Human Resources Management, 3) Outreach and Funding, 4) 
Strategy and Alignment, 5) Service Development, and 6) Synergy – Networking Structures and Knowledge 
Transfer. 

The forum ended with a tour of the RUPP Library, the PUC Main Library, the Royal Palace and the National 
Museum. This forum was very significant for the librarians as they could network and mutually learn about 
the potential and good practices of successful librarians. 

Introducing...
   Partners of UC

 The University of Cambodia  understands the importance of cultivating meaningful relationships locally 
and internationally, and thus is excited to announce the implementation of a new program called, Partners 
of UC. This program aims to expand the UC family to include organizations and institutions throughout 
Cambodia and abroad, who support the mission, spirit and purpose of UC. Collaboration between Partners 
and UC will be mutually beneficial, and will create a large network of innovative individuals that can be used 
to support personal, institutional, and national development. 
 Partners of UC will be invited to speak to students, faculty and staff regarding their individual 
specialties, display products on campus and at UC events, and offer internships or employment to our talented 
students. In addition, Partners are encouraged to work alongside UC management to develop and enhance 
university curriculum and human resource development. 
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By: Mr. Vann Bunna, Coordinator of the Toshu Fukami Library and E-Library

On January 14, 2017, Mr. Vann Bunna, Coordinator of the Toshu Fukami 
Library and E-Library, Mr. Chea Chen and Mr. Oeun Sokrath, Library 
Staff, attended the workshop entitled, “Role of Libraries in Sustainable 
Development Goals,” at CamEd Business School. The workshop was 
conducted by the Cambodian Librarians and Documentalists Association, 
and provided librarians and related partners an opportunity to discuss 
the important role of libraries in achieving sustainable development 
goals by 2030.

Initially, Mr. Soth Nimol, Head of Office/UN Coordination Specialist 
for the United Nations mission in Cambodia, presented an overview 

of 17 sustainable development goals from the UN 2030 Agenda to the participants. To catch up with the 
agenda, Mr. Sok Lak, Co-founder of the Scholar Library and an active member of Cambodian Librarians 
and Documentalists Association, shared on how libraries can contribute to achieving sustainable development 
goals.  He emphasized that libraries play a key role in achieving SGDs. Not only do libraries help students, 
but they also provide the general public with access to information so they may make informed decisions to 
improve their lives. They provide information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure, which 
helps people develop the capacity to use information effectively, and preserves information to ensure ongoing 
access for future generations. Libraries create trusted networks of local institutions that can reach out effectively 
to all parts of the population.

After the speaker presented the overview of libraries’ role in SDGs, participants were divided into groups 
to discuss how libraries can contribute to achieve the SDGs included in the UN 2030 Agenda. At the end of 
the discussion session, we unanimously agreed that libraries and access to information contribute to improve 
outcomes across the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by:

The Role of Libraries in Sustainable Development Goals The Role of Libraries in Sustainable Development Goals 

•  Promoting universal literacy, including digital, media and information literacy and skills development      
    with the support of dedicated staff;
•  Closing gaps in information access and helping government, civil society and businesses  understand      
    local information needs better; 
•  Providing a network of delivery sites for government programmes and services;
•  Advancing digital inclusion through access to information and communication technology (ICT);
•  Serving as the heart of the research and academic community; and 
•  Preserving and providing access to the world’s culture and heritage.



Cambodia Magazine
Cambodian Center for Human 
Right
College of Media 
Communications
Dr.Din Merican (TSS)
Dr. Kao Kim Hourn 
Embassy of Australia 
European Union

Eurostat 
Gina.V.Lopez
Health Time Magazine
(HBS Law)
KAPE 
Khmer Economic Magazine
Lawyer Ha Sukchoul
Ministry of Industry  

Molbot Market of Cambodia
Moundol Keo 
Picok Vibolpahnor Lemkvida
QS ASIA Newsletter 
Soka Khakie National 
Community of Cambodia
Team Group 
The Council of Ministers

Dr. Haruhisa Handa, Chairman, International Foundation for Arts and Culture
Dr. Rikhi Thakral, Executive Director, Thakral Group of Companies
Mr. Wang Kitman, Chairman of China Fairwind (Cambodia) Investment Company Limited

Thank you to all individuals and institutions who have lent their support to the University of Cambodia. We hope to have included a 
complete list of those who have made financial and in-kind contributions to UC, and express our sincerest apologies to any individual or 
institution we have forgotten. If you have contributed to the University of Cambodia and are not present on the list, please write our editor at 
Bulletin@uc.edu.kh so we can add your name in the next edition. 

If  you have a passion for improving higher education to help Cambodia develop its human resources and would like to learn more 
about how to help UC continue its tradition of  providing academic excellence to the entire community, please contact the UC Founda-
tion at ucf@uc.edu.kh and make a generous contribution to a brighter tomorrow.

                                                                      w w w . u c f o u n d a t i o n . n e t
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